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In partnership with clinicians 
and researchers in the field...
We aim to improve healthcare outcomes by bringing innovative 
and integrated image-guided therapies to benefit clinicians and 
patients globally.
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Connecting 
the power of 
imaging and 
therapy. 
Delivering 
the future of 
image-guided 
patient care.

In partnership with clinicians 
and researchers in the field...
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We are delighted to come together here in the heart of Music City to celebrate an extraordinary 
year for the SIR Foundation and the ever-evolving field of interventional radiology. This evening 
provides an opportunity to reflect on our shared journey, honor the achievements that propel our 
specialty forward and celebrate the vibrant community that makes it all possible.

Tonight, we highlight the transformative power of research and innovation in advancing patient 
care. Your unwavering dedication drives our mission to elevate IR to new heights of excellence  
and impact.

We are especially honored to recognize Dr. Michael Darcy, MD, FSIR, as the recipient of the 2025 
Frederick S. Keller, MD, Philanthropy Award. This distinction reflects his steadfast support of the 
Foundation and his profound contributions to advancing IR. The award presentation will take 
place tomorrow morning during the SIR Foundation Award Plenary, and I encourage everyone to 
join us in celebrating Dr. Darcy’s remarkable achievements.

Additionally, we proudly celebrate the 2025 Leaders in Innovation Award recipients: Jeanne M. 
LaBerge, MD, FSIR; John A. Kaufman, MD, MS, FSIR; M. Victoria Marx, MD, FSIR; and Matthew 
A. Mauro, MD, FSIR. This award recognizes their pioneering contributions to IR 
education and research and their unwavering dedication to developing and 
implementing the IR/DR residency training program, shaping the future 
of our specialty.

To our donors, volunteers, colleagues, corporate partners and staff  
—your passion, participation and generosity form the foundation 
of our success. Your support drives the future of IR research and 
innovation, paving the way for transformative advancements in 
patient care.

Finally, please join me in extending heartfelt gratitude to the Gala 
Committee for their exceptional efforts in making tonight such a 
resounding success.

Enjoy this wonderful evening, and thank you for your 
continued commitment to the SIR Foundation and the 
future of IR.

With gratitude and best regards, 

 

Maureen P. Kohi, MD, FSIR 
Chair, SIR Foundation 





We are pleased to announce Michael D. Darcy, MD, FSIR as the 
recipient of the 2025 Frederick S. Keller, MD Philanthropy Award. 

Michael D. Darcy, MD, FSIR, is a professor of radiology at the Mallinckrodt Institute of 
Radiology at Washington University in St. Louis. He earned his medical degree from Ohio State 
University. After completing three years of surgery residency, he transitioned to radiology and 
interventional radiology training at the University of Minnesota. His first position was at the 
Medical University of South Carolina, but he moved to the Mallinckrodt Institute in 1989. Dr. 
Darcy served as chief of interventional radiology for 18 years before stepping down in 2019 and 
retiring from clinical practice in 2022. He was actively involved in the Society of Interventional 
Radiology, holding numerous roles including SIR Annual Scientific Meeting chair, SIR Foundation 
chair, and SIR president. His primary clinical and academic interests are portal hypertension 
and GI bleeding. Dr. Darcy and his wife Susan have three daughters, four grandchildren and two 
dogs. Outside of interventional radiology, he enjoys woodworking and mountain hiking.

Dr. Darcy’s exceptional contributions to the field of interventional radiology and his steadfast 
commitment to the SIR Foundation exemplify the values of the Frederick S. Keller, MD 
Philanthropy Award. His influential career and dedication to enhancing patient care serve as a 
powerful example of philanthropic excellence. Congratulations Dr. Darcy!



Medtronic is 
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SIR and the SIR 
foundation.
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Thank you for joining us at the 2025 SIR FOUNDATION GALA in the lively and dynamic 
Music City—Nashville. Known for its iconic live music scene and exceptional culinary offerings, 
Nashville also boasts a captivating blend of historic architecture, vibrant arts and a culture 
unlike any other. We hope you’ll take the opportunity to immerse yourself in all that this 
remarkable city has to offer during your time here.

It’s with great joy that we welcome you to this special gathering. This evening, as we come 
together, we hope you’ll take full advantage of the opportunity to reconnect with old friends, 
make new connections and celebrate the strength of our extraordinary community.

Looking ahead, we feel an incredible sense of optimism for the future of interventional 
radiology. The possibilities are truly limitless, and the progress we’ve made so far is just the 
beginning. It’s your unwavering support that allows us to continue pushing the boundaries of 
medical research and innovation. Your presence tonight is more than a gesture of dedication, 
it’s a driving force behind the advancements that will shape the future of healthcare and 
transform lives.

With your generosity, we are empowering the next generation of investigators, equipping 
them with the knowledge and tools to further elevate the field. Your support extends to 
vital education programs, helping both trainees and patients understand the life-
changing potential of IR. Together, we are ensuring that the benefits of 
these advances reach those who need them most.

Thank you again for being with us tonight and for playing such a 
crucial role in shaping a future that is bright with possibility. Our 
commitment to our cause is what fuels the progress we celebrate 
tonight, and for that, we are profoundly grateful.

With deepest appreciation,

Merve Ozen, MD 
Gala Chair
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and deliver durable outcomes.
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Merve Ozen, MD // Gala Chair

Nainesh S. Parikh, MD // Gala Vice Chair

S. Andrew Vartanian, MD
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R. Torrance Andrews, MD, FSIR
Kevin Anton, MD, PhD

Jeffrey J. Critchfield, MD, FSIR
Anne E. Gill, MD

Claire Kaufman, MD
Yilun Koethe, MD

Maureen P. Kohi, MD, FSIR // Chair

Clifford R. Weiss, MD, FSIR // Vice Chair

Shellie Josephs, MD, FSIR // Secretary 

Raymond W. Liu, MD, FSIR // Treasurer, ex-officio 

Robert J. Lewandowski, MD, FSIR // SIR President, ex-officio 

Robert A. Lookstein, MD, FSIR // SIR President-elect, ex-officio 

Nadine Abi-Jaoudeh, MD, MS, FSIR //  
Clinical Research and Registries Division Chair

Amy C. Taylor, MD, MBA // Development Division Chair

David A. Woodrum, MD, PhD, FSIR // Research and Grants Division Chair

Dania Daye, MD, PhD // Research Education and Outreach Division Chair

Govind Srimathveeravalli, PhD, FSIR  // Scientist

Daniel Y. Sze, MD, PhD, FSIR // JVIR Editor-in-chief, ex-officio

Eve Lee, MBA, CAE // CEO, SIR and SIR Foundation, ex-officio

Abhishek Kumar, MD
Gina Landinez, MD

Keith Pereira, MD, FSIR
Heba Fouad Said, MD
Harjit Singh, MD, FSIR
Jessica K. Stewart, MD
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Support the Future 
of IR Research
The SIR Foundation Endowment ensures 
long-term sustainability for critical IR 
research, tackling challenges like inconsistent 
funding and gaps in vital areas.

With a vast network of researchers and 
donors, the SIR Foundation is uniquely 
positioned to provide reliable, ongoing 
support. Your contribution helps fuel 
groundbreaking research, even in uncertain 
times.

Join us in building a lasting legacy for the 
future of IR research.

sirfoundation.org
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Mayo Clinic

MD Anderson
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Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Miami Cardiac & Vascular Institute

On behalf of Michigan Medicine 
Interventional Radiology,  
we are proud to recognize:  
Joseph J. Bookstein, MD, FSIR, Kyung J. Cho, 
MD, FSIR and David M. Williams, MD, FSIR

Michigan Medicine

Moffitt Cancer Center

New York Presbyterian/Columbia

Northwestern University

OHSU Dotter Department of  
Interventional Radiology

Penn IR

Revenue Cycle Coding Strategies
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RUSH II

Rutgers IR

SIO

SIR Foundation Leadership

SIR Foundation Innovators 2025

SIR Leadership 

Stanford IR

UCLA

UCSD

UNC

UNC II

University of Washington Interventional 
Radiology

UVA

UCSF

Vein Clinics of America/ABK Biomedical/ 
GE Healthcare

Weill Cornell IR

BENEFACTOR LEVELBENEFACTOR LEVEL
Emory University IR
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In 2024, the Society of Interventional Radiology 
(SIR) Foundation, The VIVA Foundation and 
Penumbra, Inc., launched the EMBOLIZE trial, 
a first-of-its-kind prospective, randomized 
controlled trial studying the effects of ovarian vein 
embolization (OVE) and pelvic vein embolization 
in reducing pain in women experiencing chronic 
pelvic pain due to pelvic venous disease (PeVD).
This trial is the first time SIR Foundation is leading a multi-organization 
collaboration to generate the data necessary to impact and improve  
patient care. EMBOLIZE is being led co-PIs Ronald S. Winokur, MD, FSIR, 
professor of clinical radiology at Weill Cornell Medicine, and Gloria Salazar, 
MD, FSIR, associate professor of radiology at the University of North  
Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

To learn more about the study,  
please scan this QR code.
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PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE

2025 SIR Foundation Gala
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John Abele, FSIR
Stanley Baum, MD, FSIR

William Cook, FSIR
Barry T. Katzen, MD, FSIR
Eric C. Martin, MD, FSIR

Thomas F. Meaney, MD, FSIR
Ernest J. Ring, MD, FSIR
Robert Stein, PhD, FSIR
Arthur C. Waltman, FSIR
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Ademola Adegbemigun
Jacobs School of Medicine and 

Biomedical Sciences

Ashley Medley
Howard University  

College of Medicine

Antonio Moreno
David Geffen  

School of Medicine

Chinedum Nkemakolam, MA
Edward Via College of 
Osteopathic Medicine

Chinonso Ani
Vanderbilt University  
School of Medicine

Delmarie Rodriguez
Universidad Central del Caribe 

School of Medicine

Debolanle Dahunsi
University of Illinois  
College of Medicine

Elizabeth Fashakin
Weill Cornell  

Medical College, NY

Indigo Johnson
Philadelphia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine

Marco Arocha
Universidad Central del Caribe 

School of Medicine

Madeline Foo
Northeast Ohio  

Medical University

Ruth Amoakohene
Wayne State University  
School of Medicine, MI

Tyler Carr
Howard University  

College of Medicine

Wilton Fidelis
Georgetown University 

 School of Medicine

Whitney Washington, MS
Medical University of 

 South Carolina

2024 Grants for Education of 
Medical Students (GEMS) Program 



Honored Supporter of the 
Society of Interventional Radiology 

Foundation Gala 2025

The resident research grant provided 
me with an invaluable opportunity 
to explore my ideas and gave me the 
dedicated time and resources to dive 
deeper into my passion for bench-
side research. I am truly grateful to 
the SIR Foundation for supporting 
my growth as both a researcher and 
a clinician. This experience has not 
only broadened my knowledge but 
also strengthened my commitment to 

advancing the field.” 

—�VISHNU M. CHANDRA, MD 
2023 Radiology Resident Research  
Grant Recipient
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Proud supporter of Interventional Radiologists 
for over 50 years

www.ArgonMedical.com

The SIR Foundation grant program 
allows us to conduct significant and 
impactful research in our unique 
and constantly evolving specialty. 
Adding scientific rigor will challenge 
and strengthen our understanding of 
the procedures we perform, which is 
crucial for our future development.”

—�LEIGH CASADABAN, MD 
2024 Dr. Ernest J. Ring Academic 
Development Grant Recipient



Dr. Ernest J. Ring Academic 
Development Grant 

Krishna Nand Keshava 
Murthy, MSc, PhD

Leigh Casadaban, 
MD, MS

Allied Scientist 
Training Grant 

  Imran Shair Mohammad, 
PharmD, PhD

Dr. and Mrs. W.C. Culp Student Research Grant 

 Ibukunoluwa Ibrahim Yohan Kim

Radiology Resident 
Research Grant  

 Nicholas Perkons, MD, PhD

Resident Research 
Award 

Aakash Gupta, MD Anurag Mehndiratta, 
MBBS, MD

Research Scientist 
Award 

Koustav Pal, MBBS

Dr. Constantin Cope Medical 
Student Research Award 

Samad Ashraf Wilton Fidelis

Capt. Tej Mehta, MD Alexander Vezeridis, MD, PhD

Excellence in Innovation Award Dr. Gary J. Becker Young Investigator Award 



Congratulates SIR on 50 years of innovation and empowerment of 
the Interventional Radiology community.

SIR 50 and Forward!

©2025 Sirtex Medical Inc. APM-US-002-02-25

When I learned about interventional radiology in 
my third year of medical school, I fell in love with 
it. However, I knew I would be at a disadvantage in 
pursuing IR as a specialty since my home institution 
doesn’t have either a DR or IR residency program. I 
sought any opportunity available and worked hard 
to gain exposure to this specialty, and when I learned 
that I had been selected for both the SIR Foundation’s 
GEMS and SMIP programs, I was extremely grateful. 
Those programs provided me with a wealth of 
knowledge and hands-on experience in the field, and 
they exponentially increased my professional network. 
I am convinced they made all the difference in my 
pursuit of becoming an interventional radiologist, and 
I will be forever grateful to the SIR Foundation and to 
everyone else who made those opportunities possible.

—�ANDRES AQUINO, MD 
2023 Summer Medical Program and GEMS Scholar



2025 Leaders in Innovation 
Award Recipients 

Jeanne M. LaBerge, MD, FSIR John A. Kaufman, MD, MS, FSIR

Mary Victoria Marx, MD, FSIR Matthew A. Mauro, MD, FSIR







�I applied for the GCAW program 
because it aligns with my vision 
of supporting women in IR. As 
someone who has worked hard 
to balance research and career 
advancement, often without 
dedicated funding, I saw this award 
as an invaluable opportunity to both 
advance my research and contribute 
to a larger movement aimed at 

elevating women in this specialty.” 

—SETAYESH SOTOUDEHNIA KORANI, MD

A legacy of expertise. A future of possibilities.

As SIR marks 50 years of innovation and 
progress, we celebrate a shared dedication 
to discovery, education, and the future of 
interventional radiology.
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Although one of my abstracts 
was accepted at a previous 
meeting, I was unable to go as 
I gave birth to my child during 
that time. With the GCAW 
funding, I will be able to attend 
an SIR meeting before I finish 
my residency, which makes it 
feel much more personal.”

— REBECCA CHASON, MD

Dedicated to improving lives
in extraordinary ways.

Review complete Instructions for Use, Indications for Use, Warnings, Precautions, Possible Adverse Effects and Contraindications prior to
use of the product. 
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S A V E  T H E  D A T E

SIR FOUNDATION
GALA 2026

We’re thrilled to announce the 

SIR Foundation Gala 2026 will be happening in 

Toronto, Canada on Sunday, April 12, 2026.
Make sure to mark your calendars—this is one 

event you definitely won’t want to miss!


